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IT’S A SECRET                             Julian McCarthy 

 
I am currently working my way through documents of the Borough of Maldens and Coombe and in doing so I 
have come across two intriguing and yet somewhat disturbing references to a factory during the war, 
although the specifics do not appear to have been made public thereafter.  This article is therefore more of a 
‘you tell me!’ as I am not really sure what is being alluded to in the references. 
 
Reference One: 1942 
 

 
 

Note: “The work carried on is one of national importance and toward the end of the year had more or less ceased.” 

 
Reference Two: 1943 
 

 
 

I know the ovens in the Norbiton Potteries in Blagdon Road were used to dry out saturated cereals arriving 
by convoy and the pottery ponds were often plague with crickets. The smell may have been offensive and 
grain may explain the rats. The phrase in the 1942 to ‘should war conditions make it necessary for the 
process to be recommenced’ is of interest but at the moment the work at the Potteries is all I can come up 
with.  
 
Any ideas?  
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